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Ancillary findings: 
❑ Hair Pulled 
❑ Bump(s) 
❑ Skull Fracture 
❑ Concussion 

     

     

Face 
	

Eye &E c1ids 	Nose 
	

Ear 
	 Mouth 	 

❑ Petechiae ❑ Bloody Red Eyeball(s) 

Under Chin 
	Chest 	Shouldec-: 

	Neck 
	

li d 

❑ Red or Flushed 
❑ Petechiae 
❑ Scratch Marks 

❑ Petechiae to Eyeball 
❑ Rand/or ❑ L 

❑ Petechiae to Eyelid 
❑ R and / or 0 I, 

❑ Bloody Nose 
❑ Broken Nose 
❑ Petechiae 

❑ Bruising behind Ear 
❑ R and / or 0 L 

❑ Bleeding from Ear 
Canal 

❑ Bruising 
❑ Swollen Tongue 
❑ Swollen Lips 
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Attempted Strangulation Cases 
Documentation Worksheet 

Symptoms and / or Internal Injury: 

Breathing 
Chan es 

'Voice Changes !in a llmving 
Chan' es 

Behavioral 
Changes  

OtIRT 

❑ Difficulty Breathing 
❑ Hyperventilation 

❑ Dizzy ■ Raspy Voice II Trouble Swallowing ■ Agitation 
■ Hoarse Voice ❑ Painful to Swallow 

❑ Neck Pain 
■ Amnesia ■ Headaches 

■ Unable to Breathe ■ Coughing ■ PTSD ■ Fainted 

■ Other: U Unable to Speak ■ Nausea ❑ Hallucinations 
❑ Combativeness 

■ Involuntary Urination 

❑ Other: ■ Vomiting III Involuntary Defecation 
❑ Other: 

Visible Injuries: *Photograph any visible injury 

Investigative Questions: 
1. How and where was the victim strangled? List position and mechanism. Ligature Used? 
2. How long? 	seconds, 	minutes. 
3. Describe how hard was the suspect's grip was? 
4. Is the suspect right or left handed? If known 
5, Was the victim shaken simultaneously while being strangled? Straddled? Against Wall? 
6. Was the victim's head being pounded against the wall, ground or object? 
7. Was the victim able to breathe? 
8. What did the victim think was going to happen? 
9. What was the suspect's demeanor? Did the suspect make and statements while 

strangling the victim? What was the suspect's facial expression? 
10. Describe prior domestic violence history? Prior threats? 
11. Any prior incidents of strangulation? Flow many? How often? 



Domestic Violence 
Strangulation Project 

ft 

7/13/2012 

San Diego Study 19904997 

Symptoms Reported: 

67% reported NO SYMPTOMS 

18% reported pain only 

7% other 

5 % breathing changes 

2% problems swallowing 

San Diego Study 19904997 

@300 cases 

®99% of victims were female 

097% reported manual strangulation, 3% 
by ligature 

®41% reported children present 
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San Diego Study 1.990-1997 

7/13/2012 

Reviewed subinittar5 to MCAO 

betvveeP Fe,bruory 2011 -,  
August 2011 

®12 cases —Chandler PD 

®38 cases —Glendale PD 

®50 cases total 

Sari Diego Study 1.990-)' ,  . 

• San Diego Study Understates need for 
"medical" testimony in strangulation cases. 

— "When medical treatment was obtained, the 
medical observations were strikingly robust." 

— "The difference between the officer's description 
and the Emergency Physician's description is quite 
significant for the prosecutor." 
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Project started 

Decr:mther• 1, 2011 

• Partners: 

— Maricopa County Attorney's Office 

— Glendale PD 

— Chandler PD 

— Scottsdale Healthcare 

7/13/2012 

Cases Filed: 

• 5 Glendale PD 

• 1 Chandler PD 

• 7 of 50 cases = 14% 

43 cases-  Turndown for Prosecution 

• Reasons: 

— 90% Lack of corroboration 

— 5% Self defense issues 

— 5% Breathing not impeded 
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Agreement 

• To provide medical forensic examinations 
and collect evidence relating to intimate 
partner domestic violence where allegations 
of strangulation are present 

31>d  ,d, d  
'14  1  

Cost per 	- $1DU 

1) Respond 24/7 to Advocacy Center/Hospital 
2) Assess, plan, intervene and evaluate patient/victim 

care as stated in the policies and procedures, 
standards of care, and clinical competencies of the 
FNE department 

3) Conduct comprehensive evidentiary examinations of 
the victim/suspect including documenting the history, 
perform a head to toe examination, gather 
photographic documentation, collect DNA evidence 
and other physical evidence, evaluate and report 
findings to law enforcement, and maintain the chain 
of custody as directed by MCAO. 

4) Provide fact and expert witness testimony in 
court; attend and participate in defense 
interviews and pretrial preparation; and 
maintain availability for case staffings as 
necessary. 

5) Maintain victim/suspect documentation and 
confidentiality of medical/legal records, 
including HIPAA requirements where and if 
applicable; and 

6) Consult with other specialists as required 
and adjust nursing care process as indicated 
to ensure optimal care. 
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31 exams of consenting victims 26 of 
these cases were submitted for felony 

charges to MCAO 

• Results: 

— 16 	Cases filed by MCAO 

— 2 	Sent to City 

—8 	Turndown 

• Increase from 14% filed to 61.5% filed. 

7/13/2012 

3 Month Review 
December 1st, 2011 — February 29th, 

2012 

• Allegation of Strangulation 

— 34 cases — Glendale PD 

— 7 cases — Chandler PD 

—41 Total 

31 victims in 41 cases consented to 

exam 

• Exams performed at 

— 31-- Glendale Family Advocacy Center 

— 6 — Mesa Center Against Family Violence 

— 2 — Arrowhead Community Hospital 

— 1— Banner Thunderbird Hospital 

— 1 —Chandler Regional Hospital 
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Number of Cases of Alleged 
Strangulation in 2011 

Moen.- loao 
Scarada4e- so 
••Glanaax. -123 
ten.r.r75 
Gilbert-85 
mem -31 
MOO - 22 
Tampa-14 
Sufprise - 
Puondalt 
...ay.- 5  
Goadyeer 
Pee. 53 
Pandlie V414ey -0 

•EstImala Based on S% of tetal of DerlastkVkaance Calls 
••Fillroale Baste en Pllet Protect Erato mothers 

Total Calls of Alleged Strangulation in 2011 

1557 

7/13/2012 

What can we learn from the 8 
turndowns? • 

Projections for Countywide 
Implementation of Domestic 
Violence Strangulation Exams 
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75 % of Victims Consenting to 

Exams Based on Pilot Project 

• 1557 Allegations of Strangulation 

• 75% Consent to Exams 

• 1168 Exams 

7/13/2012 

Based on Pilot Project 

• 84% of Cases Where Victims Had Exams Were 
Submitted to MCAO 

Estimate of 1168 Exams 

• *Cost $500 per Exam 

• 	Total $58,400 

* Increase request from Scottsdale Healthcare 
from $400 
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7/13/2012 

Estimate of 1168 Exams Per Year 

• 85% Submitted to MCAO During Pilot Project 

• 992 Submittals Per Year (estimate) 

• 61.5% of Submittals Were Filed = 610 Cases 
Filed (estimate) 

Submittals to MCAO in 2011 

• 342 Submittals 

• Filed Only 91 Cases 

• Estimate of Additional Cases to MCAO Per 
Year - 519 
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Proccss of Success 

• Uiriderstandliig ,thelle.P.d For scrch tralninci 

• Have a strong relatioriship with your 
County Aia.orrFey' s  OffiC.772 

• Provide training to  all  stitr.elliolders 

• EstatrAith a 00-`M!),Igrc1  

gtrail  01.110 tiCi.11 Sh_03 

• In 	

L..  

1995. the Sari Diego Police Departrneri 
and the Sari Diego CO Attorney `  s Office 
conducted a study of 306 strangulation 

Tbew rept45:were randarnEy Selected over 
5-year period 

• The.  dice  o 	s.ltiad  P:10 speciarl2i2cltrainiri9 

I 
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Marnial Strangulation 

Most commonly used 

Study Findings 

• 99% of the suspects loVear men 

• There  1•514s• 8 history of Dorrietic Violence_ 
wig We'igt.p-i-e,se cases 

• Ctillileen vg60:it.04nt In 50% of cases 

• Only 3% of the victims. sought medical 
attention 

Lit 	Find ng51 

• Victim's reported being "Chokexi" by: 

• tlare Hands 
• Amis.. 
• Orrrer objects 

Electrical 
6421Li 
Rcpen. 
si-as 

7/12/2012 
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S [ udylyind ings 

r.py.7,0stuoy - 300 Cases 

• Sock: 	s,  nb 	Injury.  
• 35% of cases had minor Injury 

• 15% of cases, 4471fIcarst. visible. &mull? 

        

  

Recent Study 
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• Ibus„ 	 b.:coil...LI-J.:a I ,rocripzidt. pr", 
hied: urn Y alkyedri9 iiro,':!e:r..tirioi 	fit,tiouol 4.WA: 
charoes..as d Wow tliegi,r5gr:TiOs up Wino 1-ms 
parmor. 

   

    

        

        

        

lArithOty- 2008 Study 

• A 2008 study in the Journal of Emergency 
Medicine found 	of wren who were 
murdered in domestic: amults and 
who were vtctims V attempted murder 
had be?n chdkld IR the wst,y2—air by .thOr.  
male. pgrl-rsem 
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High Risk & 

Strangulation is different!. 
a  When bcttered women were ask6d w!iat 

made them believe they were In .danoel or 
not — the majority of women Orc410 

.great amount of Onger mentiOneell 
" a a tactEc. used against t  ern 

that rnAiit them beieve•thOir ijartrer 
might kill them 

• Slmil P. 

ion by  Victims 

• Most victims may l reluctant to seek 
medlcal;attention because they don't 
understand the dangers. 

• He dldn' t really choke me, he just had 
Me Ina headlock and I couldn' t breathe." 

• Q4stioni Who isire:spdrnsIble for calling 
EMS? 
*Trig first responder 

Nitinicriz.;:i[Hil by Profi.,!,.siollrik 

a  pispatch operators may lidt realized the.:  
danger and triVialUe the violence 
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Power & Control 

7/12/2012 

inimizalim by (.)[fenLiov.s.  

SAn Diego, I:AlifOrni Cate:.  
"W IC are .prOLI atictirieg me?. 1 .6-*613 1:4:0 
hers" 

• 

 

Portland, Oregon case: 
■ "arricer, 2  Swear I didn' k tut her! All I did 

was choke the Irvin shill out olher once  or 
Lwrce. C swear i dill' It hit Irierl" 

.03 

1111111 c3~i{)r1 1}I  •hv Cotivi 

a  ci6in't. always expel your jades or Jurors 
iinclerstand the seriousniess.olstfarigulation 

• Without an.  expert,  jurors.  are  likely to Ulla it 
didn't IllaOpon Isrr; us 
minor (San Diego Jury) 

• With an expert) Jurors wanted to kfLow why the 
USE': twss only prosecuted as alnIS:demearior 
(Orange County'jury) 
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What' s the Difference 
i,oxibe,! .siii,04. 454.44,ffi as mill:dm toL31 	— 

k7 c6,401. of  xi 7v pms4:je by  A  iteofrn 

{L}MING & STBANCMATIONI 

Is there a difference? 

- 	 11 
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QuDte frorn Scorkstiare PD ce.Ists. (2012) 

I Xi".241 	la hal !Iv pink cM  rtrg.isirej VIM1.1 
/NV he snip tliat it rm.; kJ :am nr.,-  Vcit I 	 NAN, 

/awl iha I .1.KAufil W41,  Ir  rt.7.41 L.  I thoe-0.1-44 Ra Itladi' I 
.19.'"V-S3.191gCT rp2 ivalr:Ax1 chat he IM.YJ pfdlObly Fillut.  'At:76;1. 
IFyilikl$0.111Ar, 411111 Ihr 	 tit akin C  hicr 	F daora 
tire k9 know, Wit 	 in-K9cplora4r, and Fruit 

SONalc 11hydRI;16/ it w iiiq&d /0, c1 VII I] 
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STRANGULATION 

•;. Defined as 0 form 'or asphyxia 
(1.0a of oxygen) characterized 
by dosure of' blood ve.sEels 
andjor passages of the neck 
as a result of external 
pressure on the neck 

For•mscr1 Strango km 

■  Ham:ling 

Ligature 

Manual 

7/12/2012 

Strangtilafion Autopsy:. 
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an in vs. Ligaturp, 
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A u  t  )1)s v 

• Face was congested 

• Tongue was bitten 

It  Horizontal liciature mark below the thyroid 

cari Had!? 

. rkledr, muscles showed s:grts Qf trauma 

Tracheal rings were fractured 

• Multiple abrasions apd coritu5ion on 041, 

both arms, apcto_Wiiiiprimg.ggOng 

struggle 

9 



7/12/2012 

The vivirn will lose:.consc.iousness 

Blocking F the carotid ir-I:erles.  
bepriving the broil  I Or oxygpifoled-bliXid 

• Blocking Of the jugular veins 
li.Prewetils de-oxygenated tricit-4 from leaving 

the brain 
IP Closing of the airway 

• Causing 	v]riire from brAfig,  itihable• to 
breathe 

C 	 Appiied 

4-4.4 lbS. of Prktsufe: Cali clok the. jugular 
veins 

1 lbs. of pressure can close the c'orotLd 
arteries and in 1,0 Seconds:and render 
orneone... 

Unconsdou.s; 

!:.*Larik.cin: 
(b Igyn  pHs., 

	

Lb'- 	tf; 4304,n  a call c.-164:Vri 

	

IS' IN.. 	kW: thr dtht51 
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ki iv. 1 .o[ 	0:5 	[iinc 

fhiral i 	of AppJieLl Foroz 

Jr rpri-2..sstiO is .re[eased 
consciousness will be ;egeined in 10 seconds 

50-seconds "polrit of no return-  because-a 
-rkergm's bounce-back reflexes became 

nopenthes: 

ir  Brain death will piptur within 4 to 5 rinues, if 
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Parking Lot Video- Sicpw C1!!t>tic al 
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SsrmPlgiroing. Chowriciz ISrpathin Chon9p- 

• odryi 
Onlrid 	 y  41iwIng• 

4. Painful when 	 uolE19.9a bitadh 

to  .1.111 

CoNtanu (51" 

4:417inq M  ihrw.,1 
• 

S M pteilnl; 

d yMptOriis lf 
arigulatitin 

7/12/2012 

Signs of Unponsciousness 

• Lo.ss.of .memory 

• Unexplained positional cctlangit. 
• unexplained gap in Onleline: 

N So.oiel or bladder Irr]onsisteriff 

• Unexplained injuries (bump on head) 

. visual impairment 
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Signs of Stra ngu I a tio 

7/12/2012 

Syliiptom5.  
Take note of behavioral changes - 
• Re:Ales...mess to combativrxeSs 
■ Feeling di.74e 	1055 of rrieriti g?. or 

ccinsciou5n4:/s 

ir  MItc.r[a nous: 
• Involtattar/ urination or defecation, 

Miscarriage, nattseahomiting, vision fader., or 
reported -92,eing. stars ' 

• Ling Dar:lei:4'e 
'Vomit inhaled during stran9uration 

Visible injuries' 

• Scratches., AbrosioniE, Scrapes 
• Many sctatche$ on the lakck are defensive 

wounds 

4/11.,igpture marks 
■ Ropes 
■ ClahIng 
• sem- 
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